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Parent events: 
 Potluck 
 Winter party to end the calendar year 
 End of year bagel breakfast 

 
3 year old program: For children turning 3 years old by September 1 

 
Staff: Jackie Kozelka, Pat Beaudroux, Cindy Dinham, Natalie Daverman & Sonja 
Anderson 
 
Overview: Teachers of this program instruct through modeling appropriate social 
behaviors and support as children begin to negotiate and problem-solve. Special 
units bring learning to everyday experiences; a class trip to the grocery store 
sparks a host of new understandings about classifying, color, and nutrition, and 
sets the stage for imagination. Learning in the 3’s room follows a developmental 
model; children learn through real, hands-on experiences, using their curiosity to 
drive discovery. 
 
Parent Events: 

 Thanksgiving sharing Program 
 Dad’s night 
 Mother’s day program 
 End of year bagel breakfast 

 
4 year old program: For children turning 4 years old by September 1 
 

Staff: Jackie Kozelka, CJ Smith, Kathy Kraemer & Bobbie Shore 
 
Overview: In the 4-year-olds class, the focus is placed on learning rapidly to 
prepare for the kindergarten year to follow. Curriculum is strong and embedded; 
numbers become real through counting games and routines; letters draw life 
from songs, storytelling, rhyming, and a host of situational experiences. Cooking 
is used to teach science and socialization, as the fruits of children’s efforts are 
enjoyed together. Use of social stories promotes deepening imaginative play, 
cooperation, and cognition. Learning is interactive, with plenty of opportunities for 
children to follow their interests, test, and explore. 
 
Parent Events: 

 Ice Cream Social 
 Thanksgiving sharing program 
 Chinese New Year Celebration 
 Dad’s night 
 Mother’s day program 
 End of year picnic 
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Messy Morning doubles as a special event for current preschool students as well as an 
open house for prospective participants. This year, Messy morning was held on January 
31 and is free for those in attendance. The event features open preschool classrooms 
with staff led activities for children to explore. Children get to squeeze, squish, paint, 
swat, and experience messy activities that cannot be done at home. Activities this year 
included painting by throwing soaked cotton balls at a wall full of paper, shaving cream 
art, painting with your feet by walking across paper, and sensory tables full of Jell-O. 
Attendance was strong for this event with over 100 people.  
 
The Park District also offers other special events that are not specific to Early Leaning 
Center and Children's Circle participants, but are extended to the early childhood age 
range. Those events include: 

 Daddy Daughter Dance  
 Spring Egg Hunt 
 Teddy Bear Picnic 
 Mommy & Me Tea 
 Fourth of July Preschool Games 
 Meet the Machines  
 Cookie Decorating Party 
 Tots & Tunes series  
 Itty Bitty New Year 

 
Conclusion 
The Glencoe Park District takes great pride in its early childhood program offerings. The 
agency offers a comprehensive program portfolio for this age group that allows families 
to use the Glencoe Park District as the sole provider of early childhood recreation and 
education up to kindergarten if desired. The quantity and quality of programs offered, 
combined with the excellent facility they are housed in, provides an experience that 
rivals any competitor in either the private or public sector.  
 
Staff will continue to review and investigate trends both within the agency and in the 
early childhood industry to ensure that popular classes remain exciting and classes in 
decline are replaced with innovative offerings. Staff will also continue to hear the 
feedback from program participants, the Early Childhood Advisory Group, and the 
community at large to ensure that class offerings are meeting a need and that 
operations and procedures are constantly reviewed to meet the expectations of the 
community.  
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Appendix A 
Participation, Financial, and Survey Data 
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